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Seminar on Hannah Arendt
Fall 2012  
Philosophy 190-01,  (42829)  Thursdays   7-9:45pm 
Dr. Dan C. Williamson

Arendt is a major philosophical thinker of the 20th Century, mainly in the area of political and social thought.  Arendt deserves the attention of a seminar devoted to her thought.  This course seeks to fulfill that need by reflecting on Hannah Arendt’s philosophical views on power, politics and public spaces, especially as they concern contemporary issues organized around what might be called, borrowing from Foucault,  “biopolitics”-- basically how individuals as subjects in both their cognitive and physical being function within  social and political frameworks, and especially where they don’t and where they also might be free of the grasp of power inherent in what I would call the totalitarian sentiment.
The three main works considered are The Origins of Totalitarianism, The Human Condition and On Violence.   We shall probably not have the time to consider Origins in its entirety, but will consider some fairly extensive sections of that work.   The other two are manageable.  Arendt’s writings are extensive so we should also consider portions of On Revolution and selected essays that I will make available either in an anthologized form or through Course Reserves or both.
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