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RECENT POLITICAL THEORY 
Pols160C (1) – Fal l  2016 
San José State Univers ity 

 
INSTRUCTOR: Professor Lawrence Qui l l  
 
LECTURE TIMES:  T/TH 1:30-2:45PM 
 
LECTURE LOCATION: BBC 326 
  
COURSE WEBSITE:  CANVAS 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  T/TH 12-1:30PM 
 
OFFICE LOCATION: CLARK HALL 471C 
 
TELEPHONE:  (408) 924-5563 
 
EMAIL:  lawrence.qui l l@sjsu.edu 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course examines some of the more prominent th inkers in the h istory of recent 
pol i t ica l  thought .  We wi l l  d iscuss some of the major inte l lectua l  movements from the 
e ighteenth century to the present day and cons ider the chal lenges posed by changing 
economic and pol i t ica l  condit ions ,  and new ways of understanding society and our se lves .   
 
PREREQUISITES 
This course is  not des igned exclus ive ly for pol i t ica l  sc ience students .   Students from 
many other majors have proven that they can do as wel l  in th is  course as Pol i t ica l  
Sc ience majors .   Al l  s tudents ,  however ,  need some background in the cr i t ica l  reading of 
or ig ina l  texts .  Students should be aware that th is  is  a reading (and writ ing) intens ive 
course .  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience 3 is  the suggested prerequis i te ,  but phi losophy, l i terature ,  and 
h istory courses frequent ly can provide suf f ic ient pract ice in reading or ig ina l  sources .  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
Kant ,  Po l i t ica l  Wri t ings (What is  En l ightenment? The Metaphys ics of  Mora ls .  Perpetua l Peace)  
Malthus ,  An Essay on Populat ion 
Weber ,  Bureaucracy/Po l i t ics  as a Vocat ion (PDF) 
Freud ,  C iv i l izat ion and I ts  Discontents 
Foucault ,  D isc ip l ine and Pun ish 
Dreyfus ,  On The Internet 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
The B .A. in Pol i t ica l  Sc ience requires majors to take a min imum of one upper d iv is ion 
course in pol i t ica l  thought .   This course fu l f i l l s  that requirement ,  as wel l  as count ing 
towards the normal tota l  of upper d iv is ion courses .   
 
REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
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1 st Essay  (25%) 2nd Essay  (25%) 
Midterm (20%) F ina l  (20%) 
Class Part ic ipat ion (10%) 
 
Grading Sca le 
 
A+ 97-100 
A 93-96 
A- 90-93 
B+ 86-89 
B 83-85 
B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 
C 73-76 
C- 70-72 
D+ 66-69 
D 63-65 
D- 60-62 
NP or F 59 or less 
 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLOS) 
 
BY THE END OF THE COURSE STUDENTS SHOULD BE ABLE TO: 
 
CLO1: PRESENT IN WRITING THEORETICALLY/HISTORICALLY INFORMED OPINIONS CONCERNING THE 
APPLICABILITY OF DIFFERENT THEORETICAL SYSTEMS TO SELECTED PUBLIC POLICY AREAS  
 
CLO2: PRESENT IN WRITING SOME ACCOUNT OF THE WAY POLITICAL SYSTEMS AND PROCEDURES EMPLOY 
THE APPLICATION OF COMPETING THEORETICAL APPROACHES IN MATTERS OF PUBLIC POLICY AND 
NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 
CLO3: RECOGNIZE SOME WIDELY EMPLOYED THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES WITHIN THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND BEYOND, ACROSS THE POLITICAL CULTURE MORE BROADLY,  UNDERSTANDING THEIR 
LOGIC AND THEIR SCOPE OF APPLICATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CLO ASSIGNMENT % DUE DATE 
CLO 
1,2,3 

ESSAYS 50 10/13 
12/8 

CLO 3 MIDTERM 20 TBA 
CLO3 FINAL EXAM 

 
20 12/16 

CLO 
1,2,3 

CLASS PARTICIPATION 10  
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CALENDAR 
 
 

Date Subject  
8/25 Introduction  
8/30 Kant What is Enlightenment? 
9/1 Kant Metaphysics of Morals 
9/6 Kant Metaphysics of Morals 
9/8 Kant Perpetual Peace 
9/13 Malthus Essay on Population 1-4 
9/15 Malthus Essay on Population 5-10 
9/20 Malthus Essay on Population 11-19 
9/22 Weber Politics as a Vocation 
9/27 Weber Politics as a Vocation 
9/29 Weber Politics as a Vocation 
10/4 Weber Politics as a Vocation 
10/6  Writing Workshop 
10/11  Writing Workshop 
10/13  Revision 
10/18 Freud Civ i l izat ion and I ts  Discontents 
10/20 Freud Civ i l izat ion and I ts  Discontents 
10/25 Freud Civ i l izat ion and I ts  Discontents 
10/27 Freud Civ i l izat ion and I ts  Discontents 
11/1 Foucault Discipline and Punish 
11/3 Foucault Discipline and Punish 
11/8 Foucault Discipline and Punish 
11/10 Foucault Discipline and Punish 
11/15  Writing Workshop 
11/17  Writing Workshop 
11/22  Writing Workshop 
11/24  Thanksgiving 
11/29 Dreyfus On the Internet, Introduction and Chapter 1 
12/1 Dreyfus On the Internet, Chapter 2 
12/6 Dreyfus On the Internet, Chapter 3 and 4 
12/8  Revision 
12/16 Final Exam  12:15-2:30pm 
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Course Requirements  
 
S JSU c lasses are des igned such that in order to be successfu l ,  i t  i s  expected that students 
wi l l  spend a min imum of forty- f ive hours for each unit  of credit  (normal ly three hours 
per unit  per week) ,  inc luding prepar ing for c lass ,  part ic ipat ing in course act iv i t ies ,  
complet ing ass ignments ,  and so on. More deta i ls  about student work load can be found in 
Univers i ty Pol icy S12-3 at http : / /www.s jsu .edu/senate/docs/S12-3 .pdf . "  
 
Because th is  is  a 3-unit  course ,  students can expect to spend a min imum of n ine hours 
per week prepar ing for and attending c lasses and complet ing course ass ignments .   Carefu l  
t ime management wi l l  be required to keep up with readings and ass ignments in an 
intens ive course such as th is  one. 
 
For th is  c lass ,  students wi l l  complete two examinat ions ,  and two fu l l - length research 
essays ,  which require deta i led rev iew of the pr imary source mater ia l  and the appl icat ion 
of at least two outs ide scholar ly sources re levant to the research topic .   
 
Ass ignments 
 
Examinat ions (2 X 20%) You are required to take two exams that wi l l  test 
readings and lectures in a short answer response format.  There are no “excused” 
absences from exams except in d ire emergencies with of f ic ia l  documentat ion .   
Makeup exams wi l l  only be scheduled for those who can provide adequate 
documentat ion of a va l id emergency .   
 
Essays (2 X 25%) The essays wi l l  each be 1000 words in length .  Students should meet 
with the professor at least once pr ior to beginning the essay in order to d iscuss their  
out l ine ,  thes is ,  and secondary source mater ia ls .   
  



	 5	

Pol i t ica l  Sc ience Program Learn ing Outcomes 
 
Upon complet ion of the Pol i t ica l  Sc ience major program, students should be able to 
demonstrate the fo l lowing learn ing outcomes.  
 
PSPLO1: Breadth 
Students should possess a broad knowledge of the theory and methods of the var ious 
branches of the d isc ip l ine .   
 
PSPLO2: Appl icat ion 
Students should be able to apply a var iety of techniques to ident i fy ,  understand, and 
analyze domest ic and internat ional  pol i t ica l  i ssues and organizat ions .   
 
PSPLO3: Disc ip l inary methods 
Student should be able to formulate research quest ions ,  engage in systemat ic l i terature 
searches us ing pr imary and secondary sources ,  have competence in systemat ic data 
gather ing us ing l ibrary sources ,  government documents ,  and data ava i lab le through 
e lectronic sources ,  should be able to eva luate research studies ,  and should be able to 
cr i t ica l ly  ana lyze and interpret in f luent ia l  pol i t ica l  texts .   
 
PSPLO4: Communicat ion Sk i l l s  
Students should master bas ic competencies in ora l  and written communicat ion sk i l l s  and 
be able to apply these sk i l l s  in the context of pol i t ica l  sc ience. This means communicat ing 
ef fect ive ly about pol i t ics and/or publ ic  admin istrat ion , publ ic  pol icy ,  and law.  
 
PSPLO5: Cit izenship 
Students should acquire an understanding of the ro le of the c it izen in loca l ,  s tate ,  
nat ional ,  and g lobal contexts and appreciate the importance of l i fe long part ic ipat ion in 
pol i t ica l  processes .  
 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLOS) 
 
BY THE END OF THE COURSE STUDENTS SHOULD BE ABLE TO: 
 
CLO1: PRESENT IN WRITING THEORETICALLY/HISTORICALLY INFORMED OPINIONS 
CONCERNING THE APPLICABILITY OF DIFFERENT THEORETICAL SYSTEMS TO SELECTED PUBLIC 
POLICY AREAS  
 
CLO2: PRESENT IN WRITING SOME ACCOUNT OF THE WAY POLITICAL SYSTEMS AND 
PROCEDURES EMPLOY THE APPLICATION OF COMPETING THEORETICAL APPROACHES IN 
MATTERS OF PUBLIC POLICY AND NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 
 
CLO3: RECOGNIZE SOME WIDELY EMPLOYED THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES WITHIN THE 
POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES AND BEYOND, ACROSS THE POLITICAL CULTURE 
MORE BROADLY,  UNDERSTANDING THEIR LOGIC AND THEIR SCOPE OF APPLICATION 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT 
Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrol lment at San José 
State Univers ity ,  and the Univers ity ’s Academic Integrity Pol icy requires you to be 
honest in al l  your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report 
al l  infract ions to the Off ice of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The 
pol icy on academic integrity can be found with the Off ice of Student Conduct and 
Ethical Development at http://sa .s jsu.edu/student_conduct 
 
CAMPUS POLICY IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
I f  you need course adaptat ions or accommodations because of a disabi l i ty ,  or i f  
you need special arrangements in case the bui lding must be evacuated, please 
make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during off ice hours.  
Presidentia l  Direct ive 97-03 requires that students with disabi l i t ies request ing 
accommodations must register with DRC to establ ish a record of their disabi l i ty . 
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  STUDENT RIGHTS & RESPONSIBIL ITIES 
See http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm about Academic Senate Pol icy S90-5 
 
PLAGIARISM 
See http://sa .s jsu.edu/student_conduct (Off ice of Student Conduct & Ethical Dev) 
 
DEPARTMENTAL WRITING POLICY 
Students of pol it ical sc ience should develop the abi l i ty to write in clear ,  
grammatical Engl ish. Spel l ing and grammar count! Students must take care that 
appropriate citat ions are used.  Direct quotat ions must be so indicated with 
quotat ion marks and a speci f ic reference to the page in the source from which it 
was taken. Fai lure to cite your sources const itutes academic misconduct which 
carr ies with it ser ious sanct ions.  A tutoria l  on citat ions is avai lable at the l ibrary 
website at http://www.sj l ibrary.org/services/ l i teracy/ info_comp/cit ing.htm.  
 
For ass istance, please vis it the SJSU Writ ing Center staf fed by professional 
instructors and upper-divis ion or graduate-level writ ing special ists .  Writ ing 
special ists have met a r igorous GPA requirement, and they are wel l  tra ined to 
ass ist a l l  students at al l  levels within al l  disc ipl ines to become better writers .  I t  is 
your responsibi l i ty to arrange a t ime to meet with the instructors .  Consult with 
your professor in advance to determine whether you need ass istance with your 
writ ing. 
 
Arguably the best way to improve your own writ ing is to read qual i ty materia l  on 
a regular basis .  To that end, students are encouraged to read art ic les from 
scholar ly sources but also newspapers such as The Wall Street Journal ,  The 
Financial  Times, The New York Times, and The Economist .  These publ icat ions 
also contain art ic les of direct relevance to their pol it ical sc ience classes.  
 
QUESTIONS? 
Final ly ,  i f  you get stuck, feel overwhelmed, or just want to clar i fy something from 
the reading or lectures, ask me. I  am here to help.  


