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San José State University 
Department of Political Science 

POLS 110: Race & Politics, Section 1 

Instructor: Dr. Sara Benson 
Office Location: Clark 406G 
Email: sara.benson@sjsu.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays 12–1 pm in person or on 

Zoom: https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/91088094738 
Class Days/Time: Tuesdays/Thursdays 1:30–2:45  
Classroom: HGH 116 

Course Description 
This course examines race and politics in America by focusing on political participation 
and social movement strategies among minoritized groups. The course explores theories 
of equality, diversity, and justice, and the changing legal relationship between states and 
citizens. 

Course Overview 
This course is about the history of race as an idea and about movements for justice that 
have worked across difference. The course begins by historicizing how race, as a system 
of meaning, was communicated in law, science, popular culture, and theories of the state. 
It then moves to a focus on the histories of political participation among minoritized 
groups, on the social movement strategies of working across racialized differences, on the 
emergence of multiculturalism and diversity as competing frameworks for justice. It 
examines race as both an illusion and a very real ordering principle in U.S. society, and 
holds space for students to ask critical questions about democracy, citizenship, power, 
and justice. 

Course Format 

This is an in person course. Students should attend all class meetings. Your written work 
will be submitted and graded on Canvas.  

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students shall be able to: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

CLO1: explain in written work the history and historiography of race as a system of 
meaning that changes over time. 
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CLO2: explain, by way of reference to key texts and concepts where appropriate, the 
significance of major debates, theoretical approaches, and critical interventions in the 
study of race. 
CLO3: identify the difference between description and analysis in the study of difference 
and justice.  
CLO4: critically read and discuss a book-length study of past, present, or future 
movements for social justice.  

This means that you will write inside of class and outside of class; some of that writing 
will be informal and some of it formal. Some of your assignments are scaffolded, which 
means that short assignments (like the article summaries, for example) will eventually 
become enfolded (after deep revision) into later assignments. 

Department Learning Outcomes 

The Department of Political Science has the following goals in mind for this course: 

Breadth Students should possess a broad knowledge of the theory and methods of the 
various branches of the discipline. 

Application and Disciplinary Methods Students should be able to formulate research 
questions, engage in systematic literature searches using primary and secondary sources, 
evaluate research studies, and critically analyze and interpret influential political texts. 
Students should be able to apply these techniques to identify, understand, and analyze 
domestic and international political issues and organizations.  

Communication Skills Students should master basic competencies in oral and written 
communication skills and be able to apply these skills in the context of political science. 
This means communicating effectively about politics and/or public administration, public 
policy, and law. 

Citizenship Students should acquire an understanding of the role of the citizen in local, 
state, national, and global contexts and appreciate the importance of lifelong participation 
in political processes. 

Required Texts/Readings 

All of the readings for this course are posted to the course Canvas page. 

We will also find sources for certain assignments by conducting library research. The 
political science librarian at SJSU is Essy Barosso-Ramirez (essy.barosso-
ramirez@sjsu.edu).  
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Course Requirements, Assignments, Grading Policy 
*All deadlines are posted on Canvas.

Assignment & Word Count Course Learning 
Outcomes  

Course Grading 

Response Papers CLO 3 15% of grade 

In Class Midterm Exam CLO 1 25% of grade 

Book Review/Presentation CLO 4 35% of grade 

Final Essay CLO 2 25% of grade 

Response Papers 

You will do three response papers in this class. Some of these will be written in class, and 
some of these will be written out of class. These are credit/no credit assignments meant to 
get you thinking and ideally scripting out an idea you might want to share during a 
conversation in class. For each assignment, you will write a 1-page response that offers 
an analysis of the text. Think of the responses for this class as reflection pieces that help 
you track what you read, how you read it, and what kinds of connections these readings 
allowed you to make. I encourage you to share these ideas in class.  

Midterm Exam 

The midterm exam will be comprised of multiple choice and short essay questions that 
require students to identify authors, legal cases, critical concepts, and theoretical 
frameworks. Students should explain, referring to key texts where appropriate, the 
significance of major debates, theoretical approaches, and critical interventions in the 
study of race.  

Book Review/Presentation 

After a series of short in-class workshops designed to help you write a book review in 
stages, you will submit a polished and professional book review. A book review is a 
polished and powerfully written account of a book that you know well. I will assist you 
(if you like) in the selection of your book and we will choose books that are 
widely available or that I have in my own collection.  

Your review should follow the structure and guidelines (including a length of 1,000 
words) addressed in Wendy Belcher's "How To Write a Book Review" 



POLS 110: Race & Politics  Page 4 of 10 
S. Benson

at https://wendybelcher.com/writing-advice/how-to-write-book-review/. It should offer 
a polished account of the book major’s themes that is both descriptive and analytical. The 
essay is being graded on the quality of the summary (content) and on the quality of your 
writing (form). We will work on both content and form during our in-class workshops. 
Note that Themis, a journal that publishes student papers at SJSU, accepts book 
reviews: https://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/themis/.  

Your presentation on the book will receive a separate grade and you will (could) have a 
presentation partner, given that some of you may (or may not) choose the same text. This 
will all be explained further in class. Each student will present (or co-present) their 
review of the book to the class and be evaluated on the quality of the presentation and the 
extent to which the audience is moved to read the book.  

Final Essay 

The take-home final exam is an argumentative essay in response to a set of organizing 
questions that will be distributed in the final week of class. Students should use the 
readings from this class to tell a story about race as a system of meaning. Be creative and 
generative in your analysis. Your essay is being graded on both form and content. Your 
4-5page essay should cite a minimum of five sources and include a source list in Chicago
style at the end of the essay.

Grading and Late Policy 

In this course, deadlines are important because they keep us on track and provide 
structure and continuity in the class. All deadlines are listed on Canvas. If you fall 
behind, you can submit late work and do not need to provide documentation. However, 
once you submit an assignment, it will be graded once (unless it is part of a scaffolded or 
sequenced assignment involving rough drafts and final drafts). 

No extra credit is available. 

Grading Scale 

93 to 100  A 

90 to 92  A minus 

87 to 89  B plus 

83 to 86  B 

80 to 82  B minus 

77 to 79  C plus 

73 to 76  C 
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70 to 72  C minus 

63 to 69  D 

60 to 62  D minus 

less than 60  F 

University Policies 

Per University Policy S16-9, relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as 
student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, 
consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, 
counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Informationweb page 
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php). Make sure to visit this page 
to review and be aware of these university policies and resources. You do not have my 
permission to post or distribute my lectures in any way. 

Please also review the information about university policies on plagiarism, as plagiarism 
may result in a failing grade. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to 
the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. 

Course Workload Expectations: Succeeding in a Four-Unit Course 

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each 
Module of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours 
per Module per week with 1 of the hours used for lecture) for instruction or 
preparation/studying or course related activities. SJSU classes are designed such that in 
order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum of forty-five 
hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing 
for class, participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. Because 
this is a four-unit course, you can expect to spend a minimum of nine hours per week, in 
addition to time spent in class, on scheduled tutorials, assignments, or activities. This 
additional unit will allow for more in-depth investigation and engagement with course 
topics. Careful time management will help you keep up with readings and assignments 
and enable you to be successful in all of your courses. 

Classroom Protocol 

Students should attend all class meetings and participate in class exercises. Please 
always be respectful of your peers during class discussions.  

Political Science Departmental Writing Policy and SJSU Writing Center 

Students of political science should develop strong writing skills. Spelling and grammar 
count. Students must take care that appropriate citations are used. Direct quotations must 
be so indicated with quotation marks and a specific reference to the page in the source 
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from which it is taken. Failure to cite your sources constitutes academic misconduct 
which carries with it serious sanctions. A tutorial on citations is available at the library 
website at http://www.sjlibrary.org/services/literacy/info_comp/citing.htm. For assistance 
with writing, please see me or visit the SJSU Writing Center located in Clark Hall, Suite 
126. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers
workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment, visit
the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter.
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POLS 110: Race & Politics  

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice. 

All readings are posted on Canvas.  

Week Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Week 1 Course Opening 

 

Week 2 

Race as a System of Meaning 
Daniel Martinez HoSang and Natalia Molina, 2019, “Introduction: 
Toward a Relational Consciousness of Race,” in Relational Formations of 
Race: Theory, Method, and Practice, edited by Natalia Molina, Daniel 
Martinez HoSang, and Ramón A. Gutiérrez, Oakland: University of 
California Press. 

Angela Y. Davis, 1996, “Gender, Class, & Multiculturalism: Rethinking 
Race Politics,” in Mapping Multiculturalism, edited by Avery F. Gordon 
and Christopher Newfield, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.  

Audre Lorde, 1984, “Age, Race, Class & Sex,” in Sister Outsider: Essays 
and Speeches, Freedom, CA: Crossing Press.  

Michael Omi and Howard Winant, 2014, “The Theory of Racial 
Formation,” in Racial Formation in the United States, New York: 
Routledge.  
 

Week 3 
Race as a Language 
Stuart Hall, 1995, “The Whites of Their Eyes: Racist Ideologies in 
Media,” in Gender, Race & Class in Media, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Eve Tuck, 2009, “Suspending Damage: A Letter to Communities,” 
Harvard Educational Review 79(3): 409–427.  

Jeffrey M.R. Duncan-Andrade, 2009, “Note to Educators: Hope Required 
When Growing Roses in Concrete,” Harvard Educational Review 79(2): 
181–193.  

Patricia Williams, 1991, selection from Alchemy of Race and Rights: 
Diary of a Law Professor, Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  
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Week Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Week 4 
Race as Law and Border 
Cheryl Harris, 1993, “Whiteness as Property,” Harvard Law Review 
106(8): 1701–1791.  

Jelani Cobb, 2021, “The Man Behind CRT,” The New Yorker, September 
13, at https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/09/20/the-man-behind-
critical-race-theory.  

Francisco Valdes, 2005, “Legal Reform and Social Justice: An 
Introduction to LatCrit Theory, Praxis and Community,” Griffiths Law 
Review 14(8): 148–173.   

Lisa Lowe, 2006, “The Intimacies of Four Continents,” in Haunted by 
Empire, edited by Ann Laura Stoler, Durham: Duke University Press. 

Yen Le Espiritu, “Critical Refugee Studies and Native Pacific Studies,” 
American Quarterly 69(3): 483–490.  

Week 5 
Race as Shared History 

Excerpts from W.E.B. Du Bois, 1935/1999, Black Reconstruction in 
America, New York: Harcourt Brace.  

Week 6 

Abolition Democracy 

Excerpts from W.E.B. Du Bois, 1935/1999, Black Reconstruction in 
America, New York: Harcourt Brace. 

Angela Y. Davis, 2016, except from Freedom Is a Constant Struggle, 
Chicago: Haymarket.  
 

Week 7 Book Review Workshops 

Week 8 
Decolonization and Hope 

Gloria Anzaldúa, 1999, “Toward a New Consciousness,” in 
Borderlands/La Frontera, San Francisco: Aunt Lute.  

Paulo Freire, 1970/2005, Chapter One of Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New 
York: Continuum.  

Week 9 Midterm Exam Review & 
Midterm Exam  
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Week Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Week 10 Spring Break (no classes held) 
 

Week 11 

Equal Rights Movements 
Chela Sandoval, 2000, excerpt from Methodology of the Oppressed, 
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.  

Film Screening: Chicano! Taking Back the Schools 

Week 12 

Revolutionary Movements 

Robin D.G. Kelley, 2017, “What Did Cedric Robinson Mean by Racial 
Capitalism?” Boston Review, January 12, at 
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/robin-d-g-kelley-introduction-race-
capitalism-justice/.  

Natalie Havlin, “Revolutionary Love and Third World Praxis in 1970s 
Chicana Feminism,” in Women’s Studies Quarterly 43(3/4): 78–97.  

Nick Estes, 2019, “Liberation,” in Our History Is the Future, London: 
Verso.  

Film Screening: Yuri Kochiyama and Angela Davis: Mountains That Take
Wing, A Conversation on Life Liberation and Struggle. Week 13 Book Review Workshop 

Week 14 Book Review Presentations 

Week 15 Book Review Presentations 

Week 16 

Course Closing and Final Exam Review 

Final Exam Due Wednesday, May 17 by 2:30 pm 
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