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Introduction 
Pi Sigma Alpha, Epsilon Iota Chapter had a productive year in AY 2024-2025. The chapter 
sponsored or co-sponsored multiple events to help the members and Iotas (associate members) 
learn more about the major, the campus, the community, and the political world. We were engaged 
in the 2024 presidential election, on our campus, and in our community. Our chapter also had a great 
year for membership. We inducted 15 new members in fall 2024 and 17 new members in spring 
2025. Our newly elected board is already making plans for an even more active year next year, 
including more active involvement with the national organization. The following report 
summarizes our events, budget, elections, reflections, and future plans. 
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 Events Fall 2024 

Plato Club: Fall 2024 
Pi Sigma Alpha, Epsilon Iota held a Plato Club meeting on September 30, 2024, 6:00pm-8:00pm,  
at Sammy G’s Pizzeria near the SJSU campus. Plato Club offers an opportunity for current 
members, prospective members, professors and board members of Epsilon Iota chapter to come 
together to discuss politics and current events. At Plato Club, members also network, discuss future 
careers in politics and share their plans after graduating from San José State University. 

 

       Chapter members attending Plato Club at Sammy G’s near SJSU.  

 

Presidential Debate Hybrid Watch Party Event 

On September 10, 2024, 5:30pm-8:00pm, our chapter co-
hosted a hybrid presidential debate watch party event. SJSU 
Votes, Pi Sigma Alpha, A.S. SJSU, and Democrats at SJSU 
were planning an online event (via Zoom) and then joined 
with Bridge SJSU, which 
was planning an in-person 
event (at MLK Library at 
SJSU). About 40 people 
participated in the hybrid 
event (about 20 joined 
online and 20 joined in 
person). Diya Agrawal 
(Iota PSA member) from 

SJSU Votes, Pi Sigma Alpha President Leanna Yanes Cruz, 
Katelyn Gambarin (PSA member) from A.S. SJSU, Chima 
Nwokolo (PSA member) from Bridge and Democrats at SJSU, 
and Samantha Sternstein from Bridge facilitated discussion.          Instagram post thanking event attendees  
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Dr. Currin- Percival and members from the co-sponsoring organizations wrote the questions for 
the event moderators. Representatives from each co-sponsoring organization moderated the post-

debate discussion. Epsilon Iota Chapter Vice President 
Chima Nwokolo and Event Chair Insiya Neemuchwala 
moderated for Pi Sigma Alpha. 
Katelyn Gambarin, A.S. Director 
of Legislative Affairs (and Pi 
Sigma Alpha member), 
moderated for A.S. SJSU. 
Samantha Sternstein was the 
Bridge SJSU moderator. Dr. 
Craig Alimo was the moderator 
for ODEI. Erin Ghilispie was the 
moderator for SJSU Votes.  
 

Spartan Daily article about the vice-presidential debate watch party 
 
 
Vote Early Day 

The chapter was a proud co-sponsor (with SJSU Votes) of Vote 
Early Day at SJSU on October 29, 2024. This is one of the Civic 
Holidays and celebrates and encourages voting early. SJSU 
Votes and Epsilon Iota encouraged Spartans to bring their vote-
by-mail ballots to Student Union Meeting Room 4 at 7:00pm to 
vote, eat pizza, listen to music, and celebrate voting! About 30 
members of Pi Sigma Alpha, SJSU Votes, and other Spartans 
joined the event. Most of the students had already cast their 
ballots, due to all of the encouragement on campus to vote early! 
But it was still a great opportunity to come together to socialize, 
talk about the importance of voting, and to plan for future 
collaborations. The SJSU student news and local news media 
covered the event as well!  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Vote Early Day Event attendees, including Dr. Currin-Percival and Dr. Percival  
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Political Science Department Don Edwards Lecture 

The chapter assisted the Political Science Department with ushering and other hosting 
responsibilities at the annual Don Edwards Lecture on October 30, 
2025 at 7:00pm. This year’s speaker was Santa Clara County 
Supervisor Cindy Chavez. Supervisor Chavez, an SJSU alum and 
longtime leader in San José, spoke 
about the importance of local 
government and about her public 
service career in San José. Chapter 
members were able to meet with 
Supervisor Chavez before and after the 
talk, thank her for her service, and get 
valuable career advice.  

SCC Supervisor Cindy Chavez and Moderator Sal Pizzaro from the Mercury 
News 

        Chapter member Katelyn Gambarin, 
Supervisor Cindy Chavez, and Fall 2024 Chapter Vice President Chima Nwokolo  

 

Fall 2024 Induction Ceremony 

Pi Sigma Alpha, Epsilon Iota chapter had a great year for membership. We inducted 15 new 
members in fall semester 2024 at a new member induction event on December 3, 2024, 6:00-
8:00pm in Student Union Meeting Room 4 at San José State University. This wonderful event was 
generously funded by a Pi Sigma Alpha National Chapter Grant ($1557.75). We invited all of our 
new members (plus a guest each), all current members, the entire department faculty, multiple 

members of the administration, and 
other honored guests. About 35 
people attended the event. We were 
especially honored that Dr. William 
“Bill” McCraw, Political Science 
Professor Emeritus, and his wife 
Janet were able to join us. Dr. 
McCraw was the first chapter advisor 
to Epsilon Iota; it was such a joy to 
have them at the event celebrating 
and welcoming new members to our 
chapter! 

Fall 2024 new members of Epsilon Iota 
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We were excited to welcome our amazing new 
members into our award-winning chapter to share in 
our scholarship, philanthropy, civic engagement, 
and networking activities that have helped current 
and past members take their next steps in their 
political science journey. Our event speakers 
celebrated this theme as they were recent past-
presidents. These two exceptional leaders, Raquel 
Boales and Nika Noorishad are outstanding 
scholars, exceptional Pi Sigma Alpha Presidents 
and engaged members of their communities.  

They spoke about the important role Pi Sigma 
Alpha played in their lives and how much they 
learned being a part of our chapter. They focused on 
the importance of civic engagement and how we can 

work within Pi Sigma Alpha to create civic 
engagement opportunities for students. Nika is 
completing her M.A. in political science at San 
Francisco State University and Raquel is applying 
to law school while continuing her training and 
competition as an artistic swimmer. She is also 
continuing her effort to have the sport more fully 
recognized as a Paralympic sport. They are truly 
inspirational to us and we celebrate them as 
leaders.  

 

 

Our New Member Induction event included time for 
networking and mingling, our induction ceremony, a 
buffet-style dinner catered by Spartan Eats, and 
photos.  
 
 

 
Fall 2024 new member induction   
 
 
  
 

 
 

Past-President Nika Noorishad, Fall 2024 Chapter President Leanna Yanes 
Cruz, Past-President Raquel Boales, and Advisor Dr. Mary Currin-Percival 

 


