
Special Senate Committees 2019-2020 
Recommendations to the President (per S13-6, the Executive Committee of the Senate will 
work with the President in forming these committees): 
 

Distinguished Service Award Selection Committee 
1. Deanna Fassett, Director, Center for Faculty Development (Chair) 

a. Disciplinary background: Communication Studies (Social Sciences) 
2. Jonathan Roth, Professor, 2018-2019, last year’s recipient of this award 

a. Disciplinary background: History (Social Sciences) 
3. Judith Lessow-Hurley, Emeritus Professor, 2008-2009 recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Teacher Education (Education) 
4. Patricia Backer, Professor, 2010-2011 recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Technology (Engineering) 
5. Community member—to be selected, suggestions through president’s office 

 

Outstanding Lecturer Award Selection Committee 
1. Colleen Haight, Interim Associate Dean, Undergraduate Education (Chair) 

a. Disciplinary background: Economics (Social Sciences) 
2. Melody Esfandiari, Lecturer, 2018-2019, last year’s recipient of this award 

a. Disciplinary background: Chemistry (Science) 
3. Christopher Cox, Lecturer AY-B,  2016-2017, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Sociology (Social Sciences) 
4. Kathleen Normington, Lecturer  AY-A, 2012-2013, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Radio, Film & Theatre (Humanities and the Arts) 
5. Floriberto Sario, Student, Lucas College of Business (Management Information Systems) 

a. Email contact: floriberta.sario@sjsu.edu 
 

Outstanding Professor Award Selection Committee 
1. Carl Kemnitz, Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, (Chair) 

a. Disciplinary background: Chemistry (Science) 
2. Susan Verducci, Associate Professor, 2018-2019, last year’s recipient of this award 

a. Disciplinary background: Liberal Studies (Humanities and the Arts) 
3. Emily Wughalter, Professor, 2008-2009, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Kinesiology (Health and Human Sciences) 
4. Peter Beyersdorf, Professor, 2017-2018, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Physics & Astronomy (Science) 
5. Luz Nicacio, Student, Lurie College of Education  

a. Alternative email contact: luznicacio43@gmail.com 
 

President Scholar Award Selection Committee 
1. Pamela Stacks, Associate Vice President, Office of Research (Chair) 

a. Disciplinary background: Chemistry (Science) 
2. Jan English-Leuck, Professor, 2018-2019, last year’s recipient of this award 

a. Disciplinary background: Anthropology (Social Sciences) 
3. Guna Selvadury, Professor, 2003-2004, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Biomedical Engineering (Engineering) 
4. Carlos Sanchez, Professor, 2017-2018, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: Philosophy (Humanities and the Arts) 
5. Mary Pickering, Professor, 2010-2011, recipient 

a. Disciplinary background: History (Social Sciences) 
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