HA96S
A Profile Essay
Out-of-class Essay

This is the third essay in our second sequence of essays on the subject of gender.  Rather than writing about one text (as you did in essay 4), or “interviewing” one media source (as you did in essay 5), you will be repurposing the information from essay 5 to discuss that media’s broader contribution to our country’s construction of gender.  

Due Dates: 
· 3/8/16: Complete draft due for an in-class workshop
· 3/10/16: Final draft and package due

Directions:
Transform and grow the information from your presentation into a well-developed text.  You are welcome to use pictures, graphs, etc. if they aid your argument.

Step 1: Cleary and thoroughly explain your media source.  Be specific!  You do not have a projector to rely on like you did in your presentation, so you must provide a complete detailed description.  Your audience (see below) has not seen your presentation, so you must explain your source based on this fact.

Step 2: Define gender roles in the U.S. (use our assigned readings on gender to help you) and Compare the U.S.’s construction of gender to the portrait of gender in your media source.  How are they similar?  How are they different?  State the unbiased facts.

Step 3: Argue the ways in which your media source supports or challenges (or both) our construction of gender in the U.S.  Use specific examples from your source (e.g. a particular scene in the commercial, a specific line from the song, etc.) to support your claims.  

Lastly, why should your audience care about this issue?

Rhetorical Considerations:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: To explain and argue
Audience: U.S. Media consumers, ages 15 - 55
Subject: Gender in U.S. Media
Genre/Medium: Academic essay

Essay Requirements: 
· Assert a focused thesis which clearly articulates the purpose of your profile.  A good thesis will demonstrate critical thought.
· Integrate quotations effectively to support your assertions.
· Include in-text citations for borrowed material, as well as a works cited page.  See The Everyday Writer for formatting directions.
· Be approximately 4 pages.
· Be carefully edited, stapled, and in MLA format.


On 3/10, you must turn in:
1. Your “ Intro + Step 1” draft (due on 3/1)
2. Your complete draft from the workshop
3. Your peer and personal edit sheets
4. Your final draft
These must be adhered (stapled or clipped) together.




































Evaluation Criteria
Profile Essay 
	
	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Explanation of Media Source (step 1)

	Explanation of content is clear, concise, and compelling.
	Explanation is clear and fairly concise.
	Explanation is either not always clear, or is somewhat underdeveloped, or does not account for audience.
	Explanation is either unclear, superficial, or irrelevant.

	Definition of Gender Roles & Comparison to Media Source (step 2)

	Definition is clear, accurate, and supported with textual evidence; Comparison is very thorough with a plethora of detail.
	Definition is clear and accurate, but may rely less on textual evidence; Comparison is fairly thorough and detailed.
	Definition is fairly accurate, but not fully developed – although it does use textual evidence; Comparison aligns with thesis, but is not overly detailed or comprehensive.
	Definition is either missing, insufficient, or lacks textual evidence; Comparison is either incomplete or superficial. 

	Argument
 (step 3)


	Argument is clear, insightful and leverages rhetorical appeals to convince audience; it is consistently detailed and provides evidence to support all claims.
	Argument is clear, and employs evidence to support all claims, but may be less detailed or rhetorical appeals may not be overly effective.
	Argument is clear, but it may lack depth or detail; evidence is employed, but not very effectively; the use of rhetorical appeals is superficial.
	Argument is either unclear or lacks critical thinking; it may lack sufficient evident to support claims; rhetorical appeals are largely absent.

	Logical Sequencing of Ideas

	Develops essay and paragraph form to sequence the reader through the material convincingly.
	Uses essay and paragraph form to develop a sequence of ideas that is logical and purposeful.
	Uses essay and paragraphs in a logical sequence, though not always controlled.
	Does not control essay and paragraph forms to produce a clear logical sequence.

	Integration of Borrowed Material


	Skillfully chooses, integrates, and documents material to engage audience in conversation.
	Appropriately chooses, uses, and documents borrowed material, but may not always integrate effectively.
	The material chosen is either not overly effective, or there may be some minor errors in integration or documentation.
	Borrowed material is either absent, unincorporated, or undocumented.

	Grammar and Mechanics


	Complete control of grammar and mechanics of writing: nearly error free.
	Strong command of grammar and mechanics: a few errors, but  no patterns of error.
	Competent in grammar and mechanics.  Errors do not obscure meaning or undermine authority.
	Ungrammatical sentences or errors that may obscure meaning, or undermine authority.

	Sentence Development


	Excellent control of sentences; fully and effectively varied and developed.
	Controlled and varied sentence development.
	Solid sentence-writing skills, some emerging development.
	Sentences are clear, but without much variation or development.

	Tone, and vocabulary


	Tone demonstrates the writer’s involvement and purpose; a broad range of diction that contributes to tone and meaning.
	An appropriate, identifiable tone; accurate diction that demonstrates some range.
	Fulfills minimum academic expectations; some redundant or imprecise diction.
	Inappropriate tone for the audience; some vague wording; imprecise or inaccurate diction.




Critical Reading  Essay (4)


"Becoming Members of Society" by Aaron Devor: gender as a social construct


Data Collection Essay (5)


Investigating and reporting on a single media source: what does it communicate about gender?


Profile Essay (6)


Using the data from the previous essay , write a profile on that media source and its contribution to  the social construct of gender in the U.S.












