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 (
Context:
  Is the assignment contextualized within…
The 
course objectives
.
  
How does this assignment fulfill the objectives of the course?
 
T
he learning goals
.  
What learning goals does the assignment 
fulfill
?
The immediate content.
  
How does the assignment utilize 
prior
 content 
knowledge and link it to new content knowledge?
R
eal-life
.
  
How the does assignment 
account for authentic communication?
A
 sequence of assignments
 
(if applicable)
.  
Where and how does the assignment fall in a sequence of assignments?
) (
Basic Requirements:
Due Date/s
% of overall grade
Page length or word 
     
count
Formatting requirements
Concrete directions
Quality + Quantity of any research requirements
Any preliminary work that is part of the writing assignment
How the assignment will be submitted
Any other expectations
)















 (
Rhetorical Specification
s:
A clearly defined purpose.
  
What is the primary purpose of the assignment – to explain?  
to
 argue?  
to
 entertain?  
some
 other purpose?
A clearly defined audience
.  
Who are they?  What do they need in order to fulfill the purpose of the assignment?
A clearly defined genre
.
  
What is the genre of the assignment – a book review?  Letter?  
blog
 posting?  
presentation
?
)










 (
Prompt
:
Accounts for the classroom context (the age and experience of the students, level of the course, etc.)
Based on accessible content (shared background and cultural knowledge)
Solicits a scope of content proportional to
 the size of the assignment
 
Measures student skills + provides a learning opportunity
 for writers
Uses transparent and easy to interpret language
Engaging, interesting, involving
)













    
 (
Overall
:
  
Is the assignment sheet u
nambiguous
 and
 
a
s brief as clarity allows
?  Does it articulate
 all expectations
?
  Does the document make rhetorical choices that aid in understanding the assignment?
)

