Philosophy, Mission, and Goals of the Wound & Ostomy Education Program
Philosophy and mission:
The mission of The Valley Foundation School of Nursing is to provide educational excellence in the science and art of professional nursing while empowering our graduates to be responsible and knowledgeable clinicians, leaders, and scholars who will meet changing global healthcare needs.
The philosophy of the Wound and Ostomy Education Program at The Valley Foundation School of Nursing is to offer access to specialty education in wound and ostomy care to all interested nurses who meet the criteria of enrollment. We empower these nurses to eventually improve the quality of care in people with wound, ostomy, fistula and drains, and pressure ulcers. 
Goal Statements:
1. To provide an education in wound and ostomy nursing as a foundation for evidence-based practice in acute and chronic wounds, pressure ulcers, fistulas and drains, and standard and continent fecal and urinary diversions.
2. To promote leadership skills in the graduate to assume the role of an expert clinician and an educator in a variety of clinical settings.
3.  To develop an attitude of intellectual inquiry and competence in critical analysis; and establish collaborative relationships with other health care professionals.

Program Outcomes:
Upon completion of the pre-certification program, the graduate will:
1. Be eligible to take the WOCNCB specialty certification exam(s).
2. Utilize the knowledge to provide current, comprehensive, client- and family-centered nursing practice for clients with wounds and/or ostomies across the lifespan.
3.  Implement clinical programs to prevent and manage skin breakdowns.
4. Establish collaborative relationship with other healthcare professionals.
5. Provide staff development education in a variety of acute and community settings. 
6. Participate and collaborate in research to enhance evidence-based practice in wound and/or ostomy nursing. 
7. Assume responsibility for and evaluate own professional nursing practice according to the Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nursing Scope and Standards of Practice.
Our program strives to offer a comprehensive wound and ostomy education that includes a strong didactic, evidence-based curriculum and a broad scope of clinical experience. The ultimate outcome of the program is to produce expert nurses whose practice includes prevention, health maintenance, therapeutic intervention, and rehabilitation of individuals with wound and ostomy concerns. The graduate is expected to apply and be involved in wound and ostomy research. The goals and mission of this program are congruent with those of WOCN, which is to enhance and improve WOC nursing practice, and in turn advance the health and quality of life in all affected individuals.
