Cultural Geography

Geography 10

Fall 2004

Instructor:  Dr. Kathryn Davis



Email:  kdavis@email.sjsu.edu
Class Meeting Time:  M/W 12:00-1:15


Office:  111D WSQ Hall

Office Hours:  T/W 10:30-11:30, or by appointment

Phone:  924-5485

The purpose of this class is to provide an introductory framework for a global understanding of cultural geography.  Geography, in simplest terms, is about locations, places, how people and their cultures interact with their environments, how goods, services and ideas move across space, and how dividing the world into regions can help us understand it all.  Cultural geography is about (1) how people, as individuals and as members of groups, create places and landscapes for their daily lives; (2) how people understand places, regions, and spatial relationships; (3) how distance and connectivity impact human lives and relationships; (4) how cultural landscapes are cumulative through time; (5) how places and landscapes are part of larger regional and global systems, and (6) how human societies and “nature” interact to create the diversity of the humanized world.  Cultural Geography is the geography of the world’s people, their places, their regions, and how people and societies connect with each other in social, religious, economic, and political systems that both build communities and span the world.  This course is local, regional, and global in spatial perspective.  And this course is simultaneously historical, contemporary, and futuristic.


By the end of the class students should have a basic understanding of cultural geography both as an academic enterprise and as a way to understand the world around us.  They should be able to place the key elements of the world’s human places and landscapes in their geographic and social-scientific contexts.  And they should have an appreciation of the key human concerns in our world’s immediate future.


This class is an introductory, first course in geography required for the geography major.  It does not assume any prior geographical training, and it will be taught on an introductory, undergraduate level. 

Required Books
Fellmann, Getis, Getis.  Human Geography:  Landscapes of Human Activities.  8th edition.  McGraw-Hill.

Bring your text to class each time.

Grading Policy

Your semester grade will be determined as follows:

3 exams

75%  (25% each)

4 Assignments
20%  (5% each)

Participation

 5%

Attendance

You are expected to attend each and every class and you will be tested on the material covered in class.  Some of the material on exams will come from lecture.  You will be graded on participation and it is difficult to participate if you are not in class.

Conduct

· Please do not read non-course-related material during class, this includes newspapers, magazines, letters, and material for other courses.  

· Refrain from conversations or inappropriate comments while the instructor or classmates are speaking.  

· The use of personal stereo equipment, games, or personal communication devices (cell phones, pagers, etc.) during class is strictly forbidden.  Turn them off before coming into class.  If there is an urgent reason that you need to leave them on talk to me about it before class starts.  

· If you need to catch up on your sleep, don’t do it in this class.  

· Students violating these rules may be asked to leave class.

Participation Guidelines

The most effective learning occurs when material and ideas are shared.  Learning is a collaborative process.  If we all share our ideas about the meaning we make of the material, our experience, both individually and collectively, will be much richer.  Research has shown that students who participate orally in class retain ideas and information from the class for a much longer period than non-participants.

Class participation includes, but is not limited to the following:
· Questions.  Questions should indicate that you have read the material carefully, but that it has raised questions or that you have had difficulty understanding something.  When other students speak in class you might ask questions of them (e.g. asking them to clarify or expand).  If I say something in class that is not clear to you, ask me about it immediately – I might need to clarify or restate what I have said, or expand on it.  Taking good notes when reading the assigned material can provide a source of questions to raise in class.  Especially if you are shy, this is a good way to participate.

· Responses to my Questions.  Most of the questions I ask in class will not have one right or wrong answer.  I will usually be asking for your interpretation of something we have read or discussed.  I want to know what you think.  A response that is incomplete, or speculative, will often stimulate your classmates to help you complete or develop your idea.  Any response is better than no response.  If your response raises questions for others that can be the catalyst for an interesting discussion and exchange of ideas.  No one will trash your opinion.

Plagiarism

The work you submit must be your own.  Academic dishonesty is a major violation against university rules as well as being immoral and illegal.  Plagiarism is representing the work of others as your own.  A major instance of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the course.  When in doubt, cite your source.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1
Introduction and Course Expectations

8/25


Chapter 1

Course Introduction.

What is geography and why does it matter?

Core Concepts of Geography

Maps

Week 2
Roots and the Meaning of Culture

8/30 – 9/1

Assign #1: Geography Careers Report Due on 8/30 at start of class

Chapter 2

What is culture?  Interaction of humans and their environment; roots of culture; seeds of change; culture hearths; structure of culture; culture change; contact between regions.

Week 3 
Spatial Interaction and Behavior


9/6 – 9/8

No Class on Monday 9/6 – Labor Day Holiday

Chapter 3

Bases for Interaction; human spatial behavior; migration.

Week 4
Population

9/13 – 9/15  

Chapter 4
Population growth; important definitions; demographic transition; demographic equation; world population distribution; population density; population data and projections; population controls and prospects.

Video:  6 Billion and Beyond
Assignment #2:  Essay on Population Issuesdue:  9/15

Week 5
Language and Religion

9/20 – 9/22

9/20 – Exam #1

Chapter 5

Geography of language; classification; word patterns; language change; standard and variant languages; language, territoriality, and identity; toponymy; patterns of religion and culture; classification of religion; patterns and flows; principle religions.

Week 6
Ethnic Geography

9/27 – 9/29

Chapter 6

Ethnic diversity and separatism; immigration streams; acculturation & assimilation; areal expressions; urban ethnic diversity; culture transfer; ethnic landscape.

Week 7
Folk and Popular Culture

10/4 – 10/6
Chapter 7

Folk & cultural diversity & regionalism; Anglo-American hearths; folk building traditions; architectural diffusions; nonmaterial folk culture; the passing of folk cultural regionalism; patterns of popular culture; national uniformities and globalization; diffusion tracks; regional emphasis; vernacular regions.

Assignment #3 Due 10/4 – Essay on Ethnic/cultural heritage

Week 8
Economic Geography:  Primary Activities

10/11 – 10/13

Chapter 8

Classification of economic activity and economies; agriculture; resource exploitation; trade in primary products

Week 9
Economic Geography:  Blue to Gold Collar

10/18 – 10/20

Chapter 9

Components of the Space Economy; Manufacturing; World manufacturing patterns and trends; high-tech patterns; tertiary and beyond; services in world trade

Week 10


10/25 – 10/27

10/25 Exam 2

Video on 10/27

Week 11
Development

11/1 – 11/3

Chapter 10

Development as cultural variable; definitions of development; economic measures of development; non-economic measures of development; aggregate measures of development and well-being; the role of women

Week 12
Urban Space

11/8 – 11/10

Chapter 11

The urbanizing century; settlement roots; nature of cities; function of cities; systems of urban settlements; inside the city; suburbanization in the U.S.; central city change; world urban diversity

Assignment #4:  Due  11/8
Week 13
Political Geography

11/15 – 11/17

Chapter 12

National political systems; international political systems; local and regional political organizations

Week 14
Nature and Culture

11/22 – 11/24

11/22:  Video

11/24 – No Class – Thanksgiving Break

Week 15
Nature and Culture

11/29 – 12/1

Chapter 13

Physical environments and cultural impacts; climates, biomes, and change; land use and land cover; water supply and water quality; garbage heaps and toxic wastes; prospects and perspectives

Week 16


12/6 – 12/8

Course wrap-up and review

Final Exam – Friday 12/17 9:45 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Assignment #1:  CAREERS REPORT

(25 points)

You are to write this as a simple report, using paragraphs with headings as appropriate.  This must be written as an essay – not simply a list of bullet points!  The key points to cover are:

1. After reading pages 1-9 of the text, report back on the seven bulleted points on pages 8 and 9 and how these points relate to your daily life.  You will need to think about this.  It is not acceptable to say:  “they don’t” or “I don’t know” or any variation on these phrases.

2. Using information in your textbook and ideas from lecture, write your own definition of “geography” in one paragraph.  There are more definitions of geography at the website www.aag.org where you will find further expanded discussion on the nature of geography.

3. Then do the following and incorporate this activity in your report.  Go to the website www.aag.org.  Find the “Careers In Geography” pages.  (Click on the “careers in geography” pull down bar under “Jobs/Careers.”  You will also want to look at pages 36-38 in the text.)

a. Go to the page titled “How do you know if you want to be a geographer?”  Answer questions 1 through 10 (honestly!  You may not be a geographer at heart and that’s okay.  For your report you may want to “copy” this page from your web browser and “paste” it into your word processor, and then use this text segment as the basis for preparing your answers.

b. Then go to the page titled “What can you do as a geographer?”  Pick out two job titles from this long list.  Write a paragraph about why these two jobs might be interesting for you.

Your total “Careers Report” will be 2 or 3 pages long, stapled, on white paper.

