Nations, Cultures, and Territorial Disputes

Geography 112

Spring 2004

Instructor:  Dr. Kathryn Davis



Email:  kdavis@email.sjsu.edu
Class Meeting Time:  T/Th 12-1:15



Office:  111D WSQ Hall

Office Hours:  Tues/Weds 10:30-11:30


Phone:  924-5485

Globalization is believed to enforce a kind of culture and work habits that resemble each other all around the world.  Nationalism, with its violent manifestations from Rwanda to post-Communist East-Central Europe, is often seen as a natural reaction to the homogenizing trends of globalization where “traditional” or “indigenous” communities rebel against modernization.  The view of nationalism as a symptom of ancient ethnic rivalry between groups co-habiting a region, as it is usually defined to violence in places like the former Yugoslavia, seems to complement this anti-globalization perspective on nationalist conflicts.  Issues of power and inequality get lost in these views of globalization and nationalism.  These are two issues present in both more and less developed countries.  While globalization’s political effects are continuously detected in weakening roles and legitimacy of state organizations, they also give impetus to various political factions seeking territorial fragmentation, i.e. independence of new states, and to mobilize their constituencies along ethnic lines.  Nationalism, thus, becomes above all a state-formation process.  Defining cultural identity or grouping is not easy.  Although of the same biological species, people have gone to great lengths to differentiate themselves from other peoples.  There is not a single set of criteria that can identify all cultural groups.  Often it is physical appearance, at other times language, religion, or some other characteristic.  More certain is that, too often, a people will have an exaggerated and glorious image of themselves and a less exalted view of others.

In this course we will examine several global circumstances that appear to be deeply entrenched:  1)  the organization of the world into a system of states; 2) the rising demand that cultural identity be the foundation of any distinct and separate political status (ethnic nationalism);  3)  in a world with rapidly diminishing resources, new conflicts over resources such as water and oil are emerging based on factors such as ethnicity, nationalism, and class.  Access to resources is possibly going to be the catalyst for future conflict between nations and between ethnic groups or social groups within nations.  

Course Goals

Students will:

· Gain an appreciation for different cultures and how human expression of culture changes over time and across spatial boundaries

· Gain an increased understanding of how cultures are distinctive as well as how they interact with other cultures

· Compare aspects of different societies including ideas, values, culture, economy, technology, and attitudes

· Understand the historical context of current events

· Gain an understanding of the interdisciplinary research methods employed by social scientists

· Understand how conflict impacts both human and natural environments

· Understand the factors involved in nationalism, access to resources, cultural and ethnic identity

Required Books
Martin Meredith.  2002.  Our Votes, Our Guns:  Robert Mugabe and the Tragedy of Zimbabwe.  PublicAffairs.

Stoessinger, John.  2001.  Why Nations Go to War.  NY:  Thomsom Wadsworth.  8th edition.

Manz, Beatriz. 2004.  Paradise in Ashes:  A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.

Margolis, Eric S.  2001.  War at the Top of the World:  The Struggle for Afghanistan, Kashmir, and Tibet.  NY: Routledge.

Goode’s World Atlas.  20th Edition

Grading Policy

Essays


400  (4@100)

Final Exam

150

Paper


Topic

  25


Outline

  75


Final Paper
200

Participation

  50

Presentation

100  (Group Presentation)

All assignments and exams must be completed in order to pass this course!

Participation

You are expected to attend each and every class and you will be tested on the material covered in class.  Some of the material on exams will come from lecture.  You will be graded on participation and it is difficult to participate if you are not in class.

Conduct

I hope this class will be a positive experience for all students.  It is my intention to make it interesting as well as informative and challenging.  While I want students to enjoy the class, there are some important ground rules that must be adhered to by all.  Please do not read non-course-related material during class, this includes newspapers, magazines, letters, and material for other courses.  Refrain from conversations or inappropriate comments while the instructor or classmates are speaking.  The use of personal stereo equipment, games, or personal communication devices (cell phones, pagers, etc.) during class is strictly forbidden.  Turn them off before coming into class.  If there is an urgent reason that you need to leave them on talk to me about it before class starts.  If you need to catch up on your sleep, don’t do it in this class.  Students violating these rules may be asked to leave class.

Participation Guidelines

The most effective learning occurs when material and ideas are shared.  Learning is a collaborative process.  If we all share our ideas about the meaning we make of the material, our experience, both individually and collectively, will be much richer.  Research has shown that students who participate orally in class retain ideas and information from the class for a much longer period than non-participants.

Class participation includes, but is not limited to the following:
· Questions.  Questions should indicate that you have read the material carefully, but that it has raised questions or that you have had difficulty understanding something.  When other students speak in class you might ask questions of them (e.g. asking them to clarify or expand).  If I say something in class that is not clear to you, ask me about it immediately – I might need to clarify or restate what I have said, or expand on it.  Taking good notes when reading the assigned material can provide a source of questions to raise in class.  Especially if you are shy, this is a good way to participate.

· Responses to my Questions.  Most of the questions I ask in class will not have one right or wrong answer.  I will usually be asking for your interpretation of something we have read or discussed.  I want to know what you think.  A response that is incomplete, or speculative, will often stimulate your classmates to help you complete or develop your idea.  Any response is better than no response.  If your response raises questions for others that can be the catalyst for an interesting discussion and exchange of ideas.  No one will trash your opinion.

Note-taking

The essay questions on your exams will be based on lectures, class discussions, and reading assignments.  Effective note-taking is very important.  Since classroom notes are usually very fragmented, it is essential that you rewrite those notes in detailed, narrative fashion as soon after class as possible.  In rewriting you also rethink the material and this serves to make it more meaningful to you and imprints it in your mind.  Your revised notes can be a step toward the first draft of a practice exam essay.  Also, take notes when you are reading.  Jot down what interests, confuses, excites, or disturbs you.  If the reading raises questions, write them down then, don’t try to remember them later in class.  When taking reading notes, avoid direct quotes.  Paraphrase the material if there is something in particular the author said that you want to remember.  Again, this will go a long way toward formulating exam essays.

Plagiarism

The work you submit must be your own.  Academic dishonesty is a major violation against university rules as well as being immoral and illegal.  Plagiarism is representing the work of others as your own.  A major instance of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the course.  When in doubt, cite your source.

Exams

There will be 1 exam, a final.  Exams will be essay normally with an option to select from several questions.  Make-up exams will only be allowed provided you obtain prior approval of the instructor.  After the fact, approval will only be granted for cases of extreme emergency, such as a verifiable illness requiring medical treatment.  Missed exams must be made up within 1 week of the test day or a zero will be assessed for that exam.

Paper

You will write a research paper of 12-15 pages.  You will research and write about a current resource issue or conflict.  This can be a conflict between nations or within a nation between groups.  The paper does not necessarily have to address a specific conflict – it can be about access to resources, exploitation of resources;  or about diminishing resources.  Some examples are:  water privatization in Africa; conflict diamonds; megadam projects such as the Narmada Valley project in India; oil; desertification; diamond mines; deforestation.  Your paper must focus on a particular geographic region.  For instance, do not propose to write about deforestation in general.  You would need to write about deforestation in a place such as the Amazon Basin in Brazil.  Other possibilities might be found in your books or the news.  Start planning your paper right away.  There are several deadlines that must be met throughout the semester.  I will not read a paper if I have not approved the topic or if any of the deadlines are missed.  Important dates are:



9/7

Topic Proposal Due – must include 5 sources



11/2

Outline Due – with full bibliography



12/9

Final Paper Due

Course Format

Generally the format of the course will be lecture on Tuesdays and discussion on Thursday.  Each student will be required to lead Thursday discussion as part of a group at least once during the semester.

Course Schedule

(Subject to change)

Week 1
8/26

Course Introduction and Expectations

Week 2
8/31 –9/2

· Nations and States

· Identity Politics

· Nationalism

· Globalization

READ:  Stoessinger, Ch. 1, 2

Week 3
9/7 –9/9

Paper Topic due in class 9/7

· How many worlds are there?

· Population and Demography

READ:  Stoessinger, Ch. 3, 4, 5

Week 4
9/14 – 9/16

· Cultural Conflict:  Religion and the State

READ:  Stoessinger, Ch. 6, 7, 8, 9

Essay #1 Due 9/16 at start of class
Week 5
9/21 – 9/23

· Cultural Conflict – Ethnicity, Race, Gender

READ:  Manz, Introduction, Ch. 1, 2

Week 6
9/28 – 9/30

· Cultural Conflict continued

READ:  Manz, Ch. 3, 4, 5

Week 7
10/5 – 10/7

· From the ashes hope?

READ:  Manz, Ch. 6, 7

Essay #2 Due 10/7 at start of class

Week 8
10/12 – 10/14  
· Struggles at the top of the world

READ:  Margolis Part One:  The Great Jihad

Week 9
10/19 – 10/21
· Kashmir 

READ:  Margolis, Part Two:  Kashmir – War in Paradise

Week 10
10/26 – 10/28

Video 10/26

Research Day, 10/28 (Library Project at King Library)

Week 11
11/2 – 11/4

· Warriors and Brothers

READ:  Margolis, Part Three:  War in the Death Zone

Paper Outline with properly formatted bibliography due 11/2 at start of class

Week 12
11/9 – 11/11

· China vs. India?

READ:  Margolis, Part Four:  The Roof of the World 

Essay #3 Due 11/11 at start of class

Week 13
11/16 – 11/18
· Africa 

READ:  Meredith, Ch. 1 through 4 

Week 14
11/23 – 11/25  
· Colonial Legacies

· READ:  Meredith, Ch. 5 through 10

Week 15
11/30 – 12/2

· Zimbabwe

READ:  Meredith, Ch. 11 through 15

Essay #4 due 12/2 at start of class

Week 16
12/7 – 12/9

· What does the future hold?

Final Paper Draft due at start of class on 12/9

Final Exam:  Monday 12/13 – 9:45 – 12:00

